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DISPLAYED 


* IN 
TWO DISCOURSES, 
PREACHED ON THE DAY OF THE STATE FAST 
| AT CHELMSFOR ' 


| AND ON THE DAY or THE NATIONAL FAST AT 


IN APRIL, 1700. 
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BT HEZEKIAH PACKARD, 
PASTOR OF THE CHURCH IN — . 
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Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil 

men. For they ſleep not, except they have done miſchief ; and their ſleep 

is taken away unleſs they cauſe ſome to fall ————SeLoxon. | 
Reſiſt the devil and he will flee from you. sr. JAMES. 


Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and of the ſea ; forthe devil is come in 
great wrath, becauſe he knoweth that hehath but a ſhort time. RE. zii, 12. 


BOSTON, 


PRINTED BY Joun RUBELL, 
1799. 
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FLAT . — eee eee 
H ;Retigion; 800 abe I ow to iar fene eitix ens aua th myſprblecq- 
ben dad me to.trace ume ui the cmi Hod thei unfriendly? a padt of our / 
Fb kic;affairs, and te cvůr ele m ſtutiments vith:freedemiand bonfidenec. 
te prentful-gegiogchmhen/our Henreſt rights and Ibertzes appear 
ſegwhat in heran vdr hen che chemie pour peace due @pptcaching : | 
us; with their ſtrauge zode abe faithful watkhipa.36 denfddelofidadyers 204 © 
gyFy timely. warning £0! the people, "Whey diſongawieing ptinciplerets: ; 
tern the overthrowiof Cre ap4 Steig, the cheifhiin patriot te he 
5 alarm, and ules che Mete eſorti to prevent; the;threatengyl cataligaphe- : 

Wen the egemſ fi ſo ing tapes among (Ong wheat, the ſgirunal hſband- 
may pealouſly, endearquys to rot, them out, eee Famed o 
| ſielg am coptaminate the ſoil· 5 Da: 2 2011 1B 50 3 qt 
5 Fhele prejiupinary remarkeare my only . | 
riments comtajved, in the. following Diſcgurſes., Fes Arenen 
theſe ſentiments forward, the Scriptures piles, me ere Selen- 
299 92 2111152 preverns: e fl b5 163008 e510) 64r 
* He that is ſiſ in bi on eee, ae, bee 5 
nen w 31 42: 
A: 9050 } .5;{dn53t- Ke e Son} 7 
Hz E who « Opens a cauſe halo fartuteble Gin dick, ; 
E fair words And plau(ibls reprefessatibns be. 
may make his ſide of the queſtion appear fair and juſt 
to himſelf and Mgr: He may indeedwindicate what 
1. knows to be errongous, wit f ſo much-geal and per- 
ſeverance, Shin forget that in is, er, and; call: it hy- 
venerab e e, Availing hindſelf of the 
n being gelt. in hys,.own canſt and of 
making his own Ratements, be feomerb juf,.:iButwhen | 
angther impartially examines his ** unrevels his 
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feſſions of: attachment and the ple 
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pi aud k br ** iter. uſe, the 
ſubze matter in queſtion may aſſume a very different 
aſpect, and the feelings and opinions of the conſtitu- 
ted judges may appear upon the oppoſite fide. His 
neighbour cometh and ſearcheth him. 

Tux plajnandvbvions jnftrutfidn th bd dran from 
the paſſage under conſideration. is, that. . ought 70 look 
on both ſides of a queſtion before we make up judgment. 

Tu, ſentiments of our tent nay! benapphed with 
much propriety to the unhappy diſpute between the 
United Bases and the Republic of Franee. lie pro- 
dges of fraternity 
have often been niade and given by the French Gov- 
ernment to: the free born ſons of America. Theſe were 


received. and. circulatedꝰ by alk claſſes ef American ei. 


tizens with tranſports of Joy. Without fearching for 

governmental duplicity and miniſterial intrigue, the 
people of the United States thought they had found 
in the French nation a generous and faithful ally. In 


conſequence of: which; we gave full credit to her fair 
ſpeeches and promiſes, and admitted to our confidence 


her miniſters andagents, Being firſt in her on caule, 
and allowed the ptivilege of making Her of repre- 
ſentations, the reaſons and grounds of her defigns and 
meaſures appeared plauſible. She Seaattained the per- 
fection of art, which is to. conceal art. d he R's 
o ſhew you how well the former clauſe = the text 
applies to the French Republic, I have taken hk "I 


collect materials frenw tlie writings of their 


cers andagents, and e ths -of tres bo % 
bu; bas mis} odds RON 5:3 10 Sb oo 25 
: He hat ir frfll in hin oton caiſe remeth ju: 0 
Ax Han early: period of our revolution, the F renek , 
king and his miniſters of ſtate, ſaw; with amtious ſoli- 
citude the American people ſtruggling for Hberty and 
independence. The oppreſſive lets and able 
trary medſures of Great Britain excited their tender 


compaſſion for che hard fated Colonies of America. 


- 4 


warl 


ney. {tance was read 
wheels of gur revolution a favourable direction, and 


that, we might, be enabled. to; eſtabliſh. our indepen- 
dence upon ſure foundations. The United States 
ET would, be; brought. by this timely aſſiſtance, into ſuch 
a:fayourable, poſture, that; a treaty could be formed 
with the. Britiſh Government, and with other nations, 
on terms honourable and advantageous. This conſi- 
deration led the French people to manly efforts in 
che American cauſe. And when by their aid, in con- + 
nexion. with the. gracious interpoſitions of the God of 
ar mies, we had become a free and independent na- 
tion, he French king publiſhed epiſtles and decrees 
of congratulation. Every gallic tongue was exerted 
in giving demonſtrations of joy at the riſing greatneſs 
and, growing proſperity of our country. Such active 
ſervices, and ſuch demonſtrations. of joy, did not fail 
to inſpire confidence in every American boſom, Our 
ambaſladors to other courts were accordingly. inſlruQ-_ 
ed to conſult with the French Government on;the in- 
tereſts of our country, and in one or two inſtances 
were not allowed to negociate without their, conſent. 
Teſtimonials of amity and attachment were continued 
on the part of France, until royaliſm breathed its laſt. 
And when her authorities were placed in other hands, 
and her revolution was in train, ſhe was ſtill more ea- 
ger to hold a friendly intercourſe with the Unit. d 
States. She readily granted that the people of France 
here imbibed the ſpirit of liberty, which diffuſed itſelf 
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gi them, and rendered them irjipativnt” of the't 58 


ranny, ullder which they had lofig hved; During 


progriF of het reofütion, the fougtit's pportunities to 


extelſd to us the Rand of fellowflity. and to proffer the 


Kiſs of fraternity. Expreſſibns of attachment and re- 
publican ſehtifncnts, ilfued like a torrent from the na- 


tional afſembly, and flowed in ai 5bty tide; and with 
the fwiftnefs of the wind, to theſe 200 y ſhores. By 


ſuch exertions to aid the progreſs of liberty, und to 
vindicate the rights of marr, ſhe gave pleaſing aſfuran- 
ces of lier pute intentions to ve, Pct the condition 


'of ber own people, and to carry the Tweets of freedom 
to matisns around. A pirit of philanthropy dire&ed 


their flational -movements. She harried her own 
ſchemes and meaſures; that we migbt the . be 


abſe to patronize the cauſe, and accelerate the 


grefs of Irber:y in other countries. Impatient to be. 


Coffe the delrverer of mankind, The left the work of 
Her own revolution incomplete, and undertook'to li- 


berate evety flave, and to dethrone every tyrant.— 
Wifhitig well to all people, and looking witſi an eye 
of compaſſion on the unhappy ſubjects of arbitrary 


_ governments in Europe, her plans and meafures” for 


their relief, were deep and extenſive. Their defign 
and 1 import are well exprefſed 1 in a formal addreſs to 
the people of Italy, made by their renowned general. 
Pro IE bf Italy, —the French people are friends 
<« to alt people. Come with confidence to them, for 
the Frencharmy comes to break yout chains. Your 
property, religion ara cuſtoms, Hall be reſpected. 
We make war as generous enemies, and with only 
to make war againſt the tyrants who Va you.” 
What noble ſentiments! 

J her intercourfe with the United States, the Re- 
Pablir of France has ever been governed b y 1 the moſt 
h6ttourable intentions, and 4 ever been faithful 
to her engagements. Her rulers, winifters and agents 


well agree in witneſſing the religious punctuality with 


* which the fulhls her obligations to America, 


. 9 


Wu her important ſervices paſs in review before 
** ſhe is conſtrained to acknowledge, that ſhe gave 
us our freedom, and guaranteed our independence 
on liberal oonditiens. With a modeſty and reluQtance 
peculiar to gene tous benefactors, ſhe reminds us that 
Americans, who are proud of their liberty; will not 
—__ that they are indebted to France for it. 
Bor notwithſtanding all theſe ſervices, and thep re- 
cious' gift of independence, the United States refills to 
make [nityble returns. They ſet aſide the office of 
grateful acknowledgment, as though ingratitude were 
the duty of governments. Though the French Re- 
public L never ceaſed to teſtify her attachment to 
them, and has obſerved her national engagements with 
religious -pundtualtty, ſhe meets in return oppoſition 
and injuries. And though ſhe has aſſiſted them in 
the difficult buſineſs of negociating with other pow- 
ers, the United States do not fail to counteract her in- 
tereſts and to violate their treaty with her. Indeed 
ſo unjuſt are they to her claims, and ſo deaf to her 
complaints, that ſhe has been obliged to appeal from 
their government to the people, and has been reluct- 
antly driven to the painful neceiſity of making free 
ule” of their goods, veſſels and ſeamen, wiefever ſhe 
could find them. 

Tuxs E, my hearers, are e fone of the copyeſentations 
made by French miniſters and agents, reſpecting the 
connex ton and intercourſe of that Republic with tbe 
United States. Their own communications to our gov- 
ernment have furniſhed me with the foregoing ſenti- 
ns * advanced in her juſtification, and they make 

her appear ma agnanimous, honourable and generous. 
As Tong as the 80 can enjoy the ptivilege of being firſt in 
her 9} and that cauſe remains unexamined, 
foe ſeemeth 7. But our text invites us to act the 
part df neighbour and ſearch ber. 
I purſuing this neighbourly ſearch, I wall not 


proceed without good — and cherefore, my 
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hearers | may. ſafely rely on the following ſtatements 
and ob{crvations.. F 


I, Wx begin this faithſu | and onthentic b be 


| conſidering French generoſity to the American Colo- 


nies, while ſtruggling for liberty and independence. - - 


ve WV 


OE of the miniflers, of the French king, in April 
1776, declared, that in his qpinion the event moſt de- 


ſireable for the intereſts of France and Spain, was the 


complete reduction of the Colonies under the yoke of 
England. And he expreſſed a wiſh that this might 
be the caſe, after a long and expenſive conteſt, Nr 
would: greatly diminiſhthe numbers and reſources of 
both parties, and render them an eaſy prey. He then 


adviſed his king and ſovereign to furniſh. the Colenies 


with warlike ſtores, military forces, and money, and 
at the ſame time avail bimſelf of the benefits, of a neu- 
tral poſition. Nor did he forget to recommend the 
adoption of meaſures to gain exact information of all 
that ſhould paſs in the Colonies during the progrels 
of the revolution. This he ſuppoſed could be done 
without giving the Americans any ſuſpicion that 
France had among them any authorized agents. Ar- 


rangements were accordingly. made to fend out French 


officers ta ſolicit commiſſions in the American army, 
and watch the movements of our government. Per- 
ſons of this deſcription. were undoubtedly in our ſer- 
vice. For as early as November 1777, one of them 
had obtained a high rank, and wrote to the French 
miniſter of war in a tile. which indicated a diſhon- 


ourable correſpondence. The letter which has ſince 


been publiſhed, cloſes with. this expreſſion- I hope, 
my lord, you will excuſe my prolixity, which pro- 
ceeds wholly from my with to ſatisfy yjqur. expetta- 
tions, and 40. render myſeif, as uſeful bere as poſſible.” .. 
Tux ſchemes of French policy were ſo laid, that no 
direct aſſiſtance could then be afforded to theſe .Cotlo- 
nies: For a conſidetable time our molt; xęſpectful 
dave and preſſing, applications, were treated with 


11 


—_—_— 
indifference. - No miniſterial tongue moved compli- 
ance. France manifeſted to England a di like to any 


alliance with the Colonies. But tlie triumphs of pa- 


triotiſm and the ſucceſs of our arms, changed the views 
and policy of the French cabinet. When we had 
ſupported the war for three years with our on for- 
ces; when we had captured Burgoyne's army, and 
were bringing the war to a happy iſſue; when! our 
mother country had offered every thing but indepen- 
dence; when we had in a firm and manly ſtile declar- 


edour independence, and had means of ſupporting 
; when-our affairs were in this. promiſing poſture, 


— was generous enough to afford us aſſiſtance on 
the conditions of the treaty, ratified in 1778. This 
treaty, which was mutually binding, onteins $his 
explanatory and expreſſive clauſe. 7 

Ec party being reſolved to fulfil-on its own 
part, the claules and conditions of the preſent treaty 
of alliance, according to its own power and circum- 
ſtances, there ſhall be no after claim of compenſation 
on the one ſide or the other.“ France having been 
fully paid for all ſervices rendered, 'and- the monies 
loaned to us having been wholly refunded, whether 


ſhe ſtill has any real claims on our property, or grati- 


tude, I am willing my hearers ſhould judge. 
To ſhew you with what propriety it is laid, that we 


are indebted to France for our freedom and indepen- 
dence, I will read to you ſome of the reaſons, which 


the French king in a formal manner offered to the Bri- 


tiſh, Semen for any ing a tevaty” of alliance, with 


America. f 
1 n Auel juſtification of his majeſty, that 
the: Colonies, which form a nation conſiderable for 


the number of their inhabitants, as well as for the ex- 


tent of their dominion, bave eſtabliſbed their indepen- 
dence, not only by ſolemn declaration, but 7 fact, and 
have ſupported it againſt the efforts of their mother 
country. Such was in effect the ſituation of the Uni- 
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12 
ted States, when his majeſty began to negociate with 
then?! „ Se ! en enter 


„ Ovx independence being thus previouſly declared. 


and in fad ſupported, according to the acknowledg- 
ment of the French king himſelf, we are not indebted 


to France for it. The God of battles was our ſtrength. 


He directed our councils, and patronized our cauſe. 
He taught our hands to war, and our fingers to fight, 


and crowned our laudable and patriotic efforts with 


glorious ſucceſs. | [ FTW 2361 + SINGH 

Tux foregoing extracts from the official papers of 
the French government, and the obſervations attend- 
ing them, fully prove, that France afforded us aſſiſt- 


ance from motives of ſelf intereſt, and that it was her 


Prevailing wiſh to reduce and ſubdue her powerful 


and long dreaded rival. Had ve declined a treaty 


of alliance with that government, and received no di- 


rekt aſſiſtance from it, our revolutionary war might 


probably have been ſooner brought to a cloſe, and 


we have earlier taſted the ſweets of peace. So that 


French generoſity is reduced to a mathematical point; 


which has no parts. PITT: LE TOR ige 
II. Let us now bring to view the friendly aſſiſtance 
which France bas afforded us in our negociations with 
other powers. 45768) e ani hs e 
O this ſubject we may derive information from a 
confidential letter, dated at Philadelphia in March 


1782, and directed to the French miniſter of foreign 


affairs. This letter was written by one; who held an 
office under the French miniſter reſiding in the Uni- 
ted States. Falling into the hands of our commiſh- 
oners at Paris, it was ſoon forwarded to Congreſs. It 


unfolded the deliberate purpoſe of France, to embar- 


raſs our negociations with England, and to render the 
conditions of peace unfavourable to the intereſts of 
our country. It plainly appears, that ſhe uſed her in- 
fluence to prevent us from enjoying the privilege of 
the grand fiſhery, and the free navigation of the river 


%. 
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Miſſiſippi, and from ſecuring the poſſeſſion of the 
weſtern polts. And: a great part of the letter is em- 

ployed in propoſing ways and means to depri ve us of 
theſe advantages. Our commiſſioners were | obliged 

to extend and ſtretch the meaning of their inſtructions 
from our government, in order tor obtain their lauda- 
ble purpoſes. Honourable terms of accommodation 
with England could not have been made: without 
checking / gallic influence. 1nfair' means and ſecret 
agents were employed by the French cabinet, to pre- 
vent our commiſſioners from acquiring reputation 
and influence, and obtaining the objects of their em- 
baſſy. France was undoubtedly: defirous that we 
ſtrould continue the conteſt, and thereby: induce a fſa- 
tal decline upon both parties, ſo that ſhe might en- 
joy the privilege of adminiſtering on our eſtates.— 
Meaſures were alſo in train to prevent other nations 
from acknowledging our independence, and to keep 
the United States upon the back ground. Our ne- 
gociation with the court of Spain was | bafely inter- 


rupted by her intriguing policy. "She was fo aftive 


in the buſineſs, that the ſecretary to the French Mmiſ- 
tor had the preſumption and audacity to furniſſi our 
commiſſioner with the out lines of a difadvantageous 
treaty, and then to vindicate it. Another inftance af 
French duplicity and baſe interference, requires tame 
neighbourly animadverſion. An acting miniſter of the 
French. Republic in 1796, in his inſulting appeal to 
the people of the United States, had the bold effron- 
tary to aſſert, that our government eluded che amica- 
ble mediation of the French Republic, for breaking 
the chains of American priſoners at Algiers. But be 
it known to you, men and brethren, that at the very 
time we relied on France for the friendly aid ſhe had 
promiſed in forming a treaty with the prime ruler of 
Algiers, ſhe did really and in fact obſtrutt our negoci- 
ations with that power. She did encourage him to 
increaſe his demands. 3he did ule artifice and in- 


1. 
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trigue to prevent an accommodation, and to fruſtrate 
the humane purpoſes of our government. And had 
not our commiſſioner at length proceeded to the bu- 
ſineſs of negociation, without the knowledge, or at 
leaſt without the conſent, of the French miniſtry, our 
dear countrymen would in all probability have re- 
mained to this day a miſerable band of galley ſlaves. 
In a word, wherever French policy and intrigue could 
operate, the ball of contention was thereby kept up 
between England and the American States, and all 
friendly negociations with other powers prevented. 
It is plain as the beams of the mid-day ſun, that 
Fragce has been no farther friendly to the United 
States than what ſhe thought conducive to her own 
emolument and glory. Our faithful and penetrating 
ambaſſadors and- miniſters, who have through much 
labour and reſearch; unravelled her ſophiſtry, who 


have ſearched and expoſed her, who have drawn aſide 


her maſk and given us a view of her inſidious move- 
ments, well deſerve the confidence and hogours of 
their country. Their venerable names ſhould be en- 
graved in letters of gold upon a filver ground. — 


Among theſe diſtinguiſhed characters we ſhould ſet in 


the firſt and moſt honourary place, Preſident Abus. 
Theſe authentic ſtatements and obſervations, prelent 
to you a proper idea. of the part, which France has 
taken and acted in our negociations with other 
powers. ot | „ 201 
III. Ws will now take a general view of French 
philanthropy, which has inſpired the French people 
with ſo much zeal in vindicating the rights of man, 
and carrying liberty to other nations. | 
Wx can hardly allow that the terrible republic has 
ever been more faithful to any promiſe, than to that 
by which ſhe engaged to be a commiltee of inſurrection 
zo the world, Were you to read the authentic ac- 
counts we have had of her revolutionary ſyſtem and 
conduct, you would meet. convincing proofs of her 
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| cloſe adherence to this ſanguinary promiſe in her do- 
weltic affairs. And were you to trace the progreſs of 
her arms, to know the hardſhips and ſufferings impo- 
ſed upon the vanquiſhed, and her treatment towards 
the millions who had the promiſe of her protection 
and friendſhip, you would be fully perſuaded, that 
her /ereign operations reſult from the ſame inſurgent, 
ſpirit. How often have our newfpapers reported the 
deſtruQtive progreſs of this thundering committee! 

_ Ir is computed, that as long ago as the year 1795, 
two millions of perſons had been maſſacred in France, 
Of this number nearly five hundred thouſand were 
women and children. In ſome inſtances the hands 
of ' mothers were cut off when {tretched out to ſeture 
mercy for their tender babes. And to ſhew that no- 
thing could reſiſt the ſanguinary ſchemes of the revo- 
lution, the heads of innocent children were ſtuck up- 
on ſpears and carried through the ſtreets. Indeed the 
moſt horrid ſcenes, Which your imaginations could 
paint, would fall far ſhort of thoſe which have fre- 
quently taken place in the terrible republic. Every 
itep of the revolution has been marked with blood. 
Nor are the ſchemes -and cruelties of French revolu- 
tioniſts kept within the limits of their own country. 
Their artful duplicity and political intrigues, Mve 
been extended as far as their influence. Wherever 
they have carried their arms and conqueſts, they have 
made the moſt exorbitant demands, and required the 
tameſt ſubmiſſion. Inſtead of extending the olive 
branch of peace over yielding nations, they have bran- 
diſhed over their heads the {word of carnage. Their 
dupes ſoon became their ſlaves. | The oppreſſions and 
cruelties of the terrible republic, have ever kept pace 
with the weakneſs, credylity and ſubmiſſion of thoſe. 
nations, with whom ſhe has had martial dealings. In 
{ſeven days after the French General had expreſſed the 
pureſt intentions, and made the faireſt promiſes to the 
«cluded Dutch, he formally invited them to make 
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| ample proviſion for feeding, ekothing and paying his 
| ſoldiers, and this invitation was attended with ome 
| broad hints, that, if the preferibed articles were not 
| 3 furniſhed within two months, they would be Ra 
| „ by force. 

| ; Ax p all this to 1 rated ond - yielding Dutch 
=. people, was no more than the' beginning of ſorrows. 
1 A plain narrative of their ſufferings, in conſequence 
of admitting the French to their embrace, would be 


| more than enough to fill your eyes with tears, and 
| 


your hearts with grief. The ſame ſyſtem of intrigu- 
ing policy and oppreſſive requiſition; has been applied 
| | in the ſame manner to other nations, who have fallen, 
or committed themſelves, into their hands. Gallic 
oppreſſion is as unbounded as gallic ambition. One of 
| | their favourite maxims-1s, that the end ſanctifies the 


While they pretend to give liberty to man- 
" kind, they impoſe chains of ſervitude upon all within 
their Nui. and are making the world a field of blood. 
French p bilanthrepy is hoſtile to the principles of 
virtue, hoſtile to the inſtitutions of ſocial order, and 
hoſtile to the deareſt intereſis of matikind, and there- 
fore muſt be called by another name. 
IV. Wr may now conſider the religious puntaality 
withiwhich the French Republic SEP her engage- 
- ments with the United States. 

+ GENET, who came over the Atlantic to drinſe the 
diſorganizing principles and fiery liberty of France 
into the boſom of our Country, was inſtructed by the 
French government to excite to the utmoſt the zeal 
of the Americans, and induce chem, if ' poſſible, to 
make a common cauſe with France againſt her ene- 
mies. Contrary to the expreſs. will and wiſh of our 

government, that incendiary purſued the object of 

theſe national inſtructions, and uſed unceaſing en- 
deavours to bring our peaceful and growing country 
into the dreadful vortex of European hoſtilities. He 
and his underworkers made unwearied attempts to ex- 
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cite unreaſonable 2 and diſcontent in the minds 


of che American people. The methods they took but 
too well ſucceeded. Many honeſt and worthy citi- 
zens were really deceiv ed. The divihons and animo- 
fities which they occaſioned with regard to the wiſeſt 
meaſures and beſt officers. of our national govern- 
ment, were at times alarming.' They repeatedly in- 
ſulted our higheſt authorities, and applied to che peo- 
ple for ſupport and aſſiſtance i in meaſures hoſtile to 
the peace of our Country. They did not heſtitate to 
arm and commiſſion privateers in our ports, and to 
allure our citizens into the ſervice of the terrible re- 
public. Im a manner: contrary to the law of nations, 
contrary to treaty and contrary: to the expreſs orders 
of our government, they ſent theſe privateers and theſe 
deluded men in ſearch of unlawful prey. They even 
attempted to raiſe an army of brave Americans to in- 
vade and conquer nations with whom we were at 
peace. Some, if not all of them, proudly boaſted 
their ignorance of the. beſt: authors who ever wrote 
on national principles laws and governments. With 
the doctrines of revealed religion, they ſeem to have 
let aſide the law of nations, and all the obligations of 
national compact. And notwithſtanding all this ſe- 
ries of injuſtice, treachery and outrage, they were in- 
ſtructed by their employers: to come: forward with a 
alt of charges againſt the United States. 
One would ſuppoſe, that they meant to redreſs our 
wrongs by inſult, and to Tepkip their breaches of con- 
tract by criminating us. For while their deviations 
from the articles of mutual agreement are obvious 
and aggravating, their charges againſt our govern- 


ment are in almoſt every inſtance unfounded and liti- 


gious. Their decrees and meaſures are glaringly in- 
conſiſtent with any ſteady policy, and ſtrangely vary 
with events and circumſtances. - 

This being the (caſe with the renible republic, we 


| ceaſe to Wonder, 4 that ſhe compores her views and po- 
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ey, with the views ond: | olicy' of the Algerines and 
Indian tribes, and that in expreſs imitation of their 
example, ſhe demands tribute. For a time, nothing 


but money could open her ears to the ſtory of our 


wrongs. But ſooner than pay one ſous for tribute, 
we will riſk the iſſue of a bloody ſuit. In the cauſe 


of Jiberty, and in defence of our rights, every citizen 


will become a ſoldier, "oy loldier a hero, every: hero 
a patriot. ob en 

Hoy far the Freach- republic is sev in civing 
alfabulices of her diſpoſition to ſettle all exiſting dif- 
ferences is quite uncertain. * Put it is probably moſt 
ſafe and expedient to continue. our preparations for 
defence, in order to ſecure accommodations upon fa- 
vourable conditions. And whenever theſe differences 
ſhall be adjuſted, it may be neceſſary to continue in - 
a ſtate of bee to Keep: her —— to her en- 


gagements. 


The unha ppy fate of 8 nations carries with 3 it 


the iuſtruction of volumes. When the foundations 
of our peace are diſturbed, every obſerving citizen 
feels the ſhock. When any unhallowed hand reach- 
es acrofs the Atlantic, to graſp our ark of liberty, every 
American is inſulted. - When any foreign enemy in- 


vades our rights, we fly to arms. And as we can ea- 


8 _ hy, trace domeſtic diviſions and animoſities to foreign 


influence, we ſhould learn a leſſon of caution, and 


purſue the things which: make for peace. Common 
danger urges union. Under this conſideration, my 
hearers, it becomes you to act at this period of our 
national affairs. This is not the moſt favourable ſea- 
ſon either to alter our political conſtitutions, or to at- 
tempt bold experiments in our, elections of officers. 


If you love your country, yt will of courſe reſ- 


pect its government and — ang promote its inter- 


eſt and proſperity. If you adhere to the principles 


of our national government, and follow like good citi- 


zens, the general current of adminiſtration, you not 


19 
only diſcard with abhorrance French principles and 
French influence, but look with a frown upon thoſe 
who act in character of French Americans. | If any 


Deere 


Wo future... It. any of you Rv 575 agate: 157 a 
ſpirit of party, you cannot do better than to lay it a- 
ſide, and become the firm ſupporters of order. and 
government. If men, who are {tirrers up of edition, 
have led any of you aſtray, either in opinion or prac- 
tice, it is high time for you to return to your duty. If 
any of you have been raſh and precipitate in forming 
your opinions and expreſſing your ſentiments, it is 
now a favourable ſeaſon to ſearch for the advantages 
of moderation. If you be convinced that great evils 
attend the adminiſtration of our national governnient, 
you will be careful in attempting to remove them, not 
to introducethoſe which are greater, 

. Sons, of my hearers may wiſh to aſcertain the facts 
mentioned in this diſcourſe, and to find authorities for 
the obſervations artending them. If you wlll examine 
the communications from the government and mini- 
ſters of France, to our government and miniſters; the 
official papers of Mr. „ our national and 
patriotic ſecretary, on theſe ſubjects; Mr. Harytr's 
. obſervations, on the diſpute Goat the United States 
and the French republic; Doctor Monsz's thank(- 
giving ſermon, and its valuable appendix ; : and other 
authentic communications concerning our political 
ſituation, you will find that what I have advanced 
bears the ſtamp of. authority. You will alſo meet with 
many facts and circumſtances, which admit a much 
higher colouring tan I have given. You will won- 
der that I have = diſcovered more warmth and zeal, 
and that you have not been more active and vigorous 
in ſupport of our government and adminiſtration. 

TI rave Nill many things to ſay unto you, but the 
time does not allow nie to at e e I can- 
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not nee ever conclude this Aifcontſe, without a word 
of exhortation: 

Guano againſt that ſpirit of a:tafon, buch ie go- 
ing forth among the nations, exalting itſelf above eve- 
ry thing that is called God, directing its force againſt 
religion and government, and Pg wy to 

believe I 

VENERATE the name and ile of God. and be 

in the habit of attending to the inſtitutions of the Sol- 
Pe and to the duties of chriſtians. b 
Our lines Falling to us in pleaſent places, ted we bav- 
7 ing a goodly heritage, we ought to be as ready to per- 
form the duties, as we are to enjoy a prix PROM of 
good citizens. are n nale SITE 

In fine. Let us all this wy reſolve to reAlify what- 

ever is amiſs in our perſonal or domeſtic, in our poli- 
tical or religious characters. And let us be humble 
and penitent on account of our ſins. For though ſelf 
delution may prevent us from obſerving our errors 
and moral deformities, we are under the inſpection of 
Him who can not be deceived. The omniſcient and 
omnipreſent Jehovah, is perfectly acquainted with 
our diſpoſitions and motives. with our actions and 
characters. IIe is the great ſearcher of hearts. May 
we ſtudy and endeavour to approve ourſelves to him. 


And at the great aſſize, When every work, together 
with every ſecret thing, ſhall be brought into judg- 
ment, may we all be found of our judge i in peace. 


AMEN, 


SECOND. DISCOURSE. 
IE SAME TEXT. 


WHILE the ſentiments advanced in the morning 
are freſh in your minds, I hope for your indulgence _ 
in bringing to view other conhderations not e 
of your attention. 8 
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Ar the bega of the French revolution, we re- 
joiced at the progreſs of that liberty, which appeared 
to glow in the breaſt of every citizen of France. Our 
beſt wiſhes attended their cauſe and arms, and days 
of feſtivity and rejoicing were ſpent in celebrating 
their ſucceſſes. Our hopes gained upon their quickeſt 
marches, and out-ſtripped the echo of their greateſt 
victories. We were ſtrangely led to expect, that they 
would reſtrain their zcal for liberty within proper li- 
mits, and not ſuſfer it to degenerate into licentiouſneſs 
and political frenzy. Thele wiſhes, hopes and expec- 
tions, were for a long time kept alive and vigorous. 


Until we had decided and repeated proofs of their 


: hoſtile diſpoſition. and intriguing policy, our conſi- 


dence in them remained unfhaken. Until their art ful 
duplicity and undermining influence were often dil- 

played in a manner alarming to our peace, we con- 
tinued to receive their fraternal embrace, and to reſ- 
pedt their miniſters and meaſures. They boaſted the 
influence they had in, the United States, before any 
. decifive ſteps were taken to check that influence. 
They repeatedly inſulted our government, took our 
property and mangled our citizens, before we with- 
drew our confidence and diſſolved our connexion, In- 
deed more. We have ſought for a fair and honour- 


able adjuſtment. We have commiſſioned ſome of 


our molt reſpectable citizens to ſeck reparation for the, 
injuries we have ſuſtained.” Ve have made every ad- 


vance for reconciliation conſiſtent with the bonour of our 
government, and the majlly of the people. But our 
fair propolals and condefcending overtures have been 
rejected. Our every alteinpt at negociation has been 
fruitleſs. Inſtead of meeting us upon the equal ground 
of national honour and virtue, the ruling powers of 
France have been, with reſpect to accommodation, in 
a retiring poſture, and have employed miniſters and 
agents to perplex and embarraſs, to involve and in- 
lnare us. They have uled every poſſible method to 
undermine our conftiutèed authorities, and to create 
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uneaſineſs and diſcontent in the pid of our citizens. 
They have even made uſe of our confidence, our good 
wiſhes and our friendly diſpoſition, as the channels of 
their poiſon, which has ſtrangely inſinuatedꝭ itſelf into 


the vitals of our country. Like Judas, they have be- 


trayed with a kiſs. At length tlie genius of America 


e from its ſlumbers. The ſpirit of patriotiſm be- 


gan to act. Our ſulferings preached caution. Our 
injuries demanded latisfaction. Our wrongs inſiſted 


on xedreſs. Patience ceaſed to be a virtue. The blood 


- of our citizens, mingled with the waters of the deep, 
called us to ſearch for the murderers Who 12752 it, and 


bring them to juſtice. 


.Unpzx ſuch circumſtances, and with: ſüch calls and 


f warnings, we could do no leſs than withdraw the hand 
ol fellowſhip, and renounce our alliance. And thanks 
be to God, throught the wiſdom and penetration, thro” 


the firmneſs and energy of our government, the ſnare 


Het for us appears to be giving WAY and we eſcaping 
_— its entanglements. 


| Our treaty with Great Britain, which cloſed our 


: revolutionary. war, left ſome things unſettled. Before 


we had fully emerged from a ſtate of mental warfare, 
the depredations and unjuſtifiable conduct of Britiſh 
ſubjects, rekindled our ardour for hoſtilities. © At this 
period of general agitation and juſt reſentment, the 


- Preſident of the United States, made manly and well 
directed efforts to avert ,from our land the impending 
. calamities of war, He ſent a miniſter to ſue for repa- 


ration.and to bring all matters of grievance to a prop- 
eradjuſtinent. The happy reſult of that miſſion, was 
the preſervation of peace upon honourable terms, by 


a treaty concluded November 1794. Severe things 


have been publiſhed in the falſe and ſlanderous Chro- 


. #icles. of the day, concerning this inſtrument, and the 


authorities exciciſed in forming it. It has often been 


» © ? wo 


leid, though we have ample teſtimonials to the con- 
$ trary, that even the terrible republic mentions the Bri- 
till treaty as the efficient caule of her arbitrary and 


—_ 
hoſtile meaſures reſpecting our commerce an? citi- 
zens. This by many has been believed. But by 
faithfully ſearching dates and circumſtances, it can be 
proved, that ſome of the very meaſures, which are ſaid 
to be occaſioned by the Britiſh treaty, were in opera- 
tion before that treaty was made and ſanctioned. This 
circumſtance has often been mentioned to thoſe of our 
fellow citizens, who are violently attached to French 
intereſts, and ſtrenuouſly oppoſed to the proceedings 
of our own government. But ſome of this deſcription 
have a faculty peculiar to themſelves. The” confuted 
and vanquiſhed, they can argue fill. There are a few 
among us, who appear to ſuffer the ſame kind of un- 
happineſs, as was experienced by a certain man, Who 
took the advice of his neighbours in a matter of con- 
ſequence. He found to his forrow, that, tho' they 
were men of good judgment and well agreed in o- 
pinion, they all were wrong but his Angle ſelf. 

Taz method, by which 1 have endeavoured to ex- 
plain and apply the ſentiments of our text, gives you 
ſome juſt idea of the exiſting differences between the 
United States and the Republic of France. No true 
and authentic accounts of theſe differences inform you 
that we have wantonly invaded her rights, and been 
in the practice of capturing her property; that we 
have inſulted her government, and endeavoured to 
alienate the minds of the French people from their ru- 
lers. We have only been guilty of regarding the prin- 
ciples of neutrality, and of loving the government and 
intereſts of our country. We have only been guilty 

of continuing a free, ſovereign ' and independent na- 
tion. Theſe national virtues form ſuch a ſtriking 
contraſt with the policy and meaſures of F rance, that 
we have become obnoxious to her. We have incur- 
red her hot diſpleaſure, becauſe we are lovers of peace 
and tranquility. Being ſtrenuous to maintain our in- 
dependence, we are required to make a ſecond purchaſe 
of it. To this her propoſals of accommodation directly 
lead. For thev would weaken our conſtitution and 
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laws, throw contempt; upon all branches of our gov- 
ernment, and at length lay all our dear bought liber- 


ties proſtrate at her feet... She has already laid a train, 


and prepared combuſlibles for a general exploſion.— 
She has intentionally” diſturbed our peace, invaded 
our rights, captured our property, butchered, our citi- 
zens. She has covered our national honour with re. 
proaches. Under the gallic tongue lies the poiſor Of 


alps. 'She has handed round a deadly cup, ang | Invi- 


ted our citizens to drink of it. And he continues to 
commit outrage upon our peace, and depredations 
upon our property. And hs the can boaſt of her ful- 


filling her engagements with religious punituali Y., 


Wire, the can in any view be ca! ted rel: Sicue, 
let facts ſpeak. 


A piscours: printed and circulated. in France by 7 


onder of the convention, contains the following ſenti- 


ments. ** The French people, or revolutioniſts, want 


on other ſermon but the rights of man, no other doctrine 
but the conſtitutional precepts, nor any other church 


but the place where the revolutionary clubs hold their 


meetings. Man, when free, wants no other divinity 


than himſelf. This god wall not colt us a ſingle far- 
thing, not a fingle tear, not a drop of blood. Reaſon 
dethrones both the kings of the earth and the kings of 
Heaven. No monarchy above, if we wiſh to prelerve 
a republic below. If you admit the, exiſtence of a 


Heavenly Sovereign, you introduce the wooden horſe 
within your walls. What you adore by day, will be 
your anon by night. We. bal ſoon, ſee the 


” Ee 


and extravagance, Inſtead of able whe bs 7 — 
celebrate filthy and obſcene rites in ridicule of it. In- 
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ſtead ys wor ſhipping God, they in a very irrational 
manner worſhip reaſon. 


Ovex the gates leading to their burying yards is 


this inſcription, written w Lith the approbation of * 
ernment.— Death an everlaſting ſleep.“ 

Os the goth November, 1793, the pupils of a re- 

publican ſchool in France, appeared at the bar of the 

convention, and there their leaders boldly declared, 

« that he and bis ſchool fellows deteſted God.” The pre- 


ſident of the convention expreſſed the Tati on of 


the convention at the declaration that was made. And 
all the pupils were admitted to the honours of the ſit- 
ting, and received the kiſs of fraternity, amidſt the 
loudeſt applauſes. 

Wuar moral principles, what virtue, what honour 
can be found in a- government, which advocates, or 


approves ſuch ſentiments ! What confidence can be 


placed in a people, whoſe rulers and leading men op- 
pole and deteſt the majeſty and laws of Heaven! — 

What principles and conduct muſt be advocated by 
them, who are ſtill attached to the French government 


and intereſts ! How can they who diſcover this attach- 


ment be the real ſupporters of. good government and 
friends to religion? 


Ir ſeems that ſuch . not what they do, nor 
what ſpirit moves them. For what fellowſhip has 


light with darkneſs ? What communion is there be- 
tween Chriſt and Belial ? What concord can ſubſiſt 


between the principles of our conſtitution and religi- 
on, and the demoralizing principles and the Atheiſti- 


cal ſentiments and meaſures of the French republic ? 


MaxkIx p being formed for ſociety, and regular 


1 being neceſſary to preſerve its bands from 
urſting aſſunder, a proper regard, ſubmiſſion and obe- 


. to the eſtabliſhed laws of ſociety, are by fair 
implication enjoined by the providence and appoint- 
mentof Heaven. The ſtamp of divine authority is given 


every regular 3 of man adapted to the ſo- 
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cial Rate and ectidaive to ſocial happinefs. Of this 
deſcription is the American Conſtitution. The an- 
nals of the world do not exhibit a better form of gov- 
ernment, nor a purer adminiſtration than the Ameri- 


can. 'We find in cur government a happy balance of 
powers, enjoyments and intereſts. Every man, who 


is honeſt. cautious and inquiſitive, may know his duty 
and vindicite ' bis rights. Our conſtitution is a free 
charter of privileges, and thoſe, who are choſen by 
the free and unbialled ſuffrages of the citizens to car- 
ry the principles of 1 it into elkect, have every induce- 
ment to be faſthſul. Chriſtian principles and max- 
ims are ſo incorporated into our civil conſtitutions, 
that unleſs the people abuſe their rights and privileges 


and yield to the ſhifting dictates of a party ſpirit, ſuch 


men will be choſen and ſupported as will be the min- 
iſters of God for good to the people. 8 
AMRERICANs form a chriſtian community, and Ame- 
rican citizenſhip is the higheſt civil dignity of man. 
Havyyy, thrice happy America! Thou enjoyeſt the 
nflications and ordinances of that divine religion, 
which brings peace on earth and good will to man. 
By a ſteady adherence to the chriſtian religion, thou 
mayeſt aſcertain” and preferve a knowledge of thy 
equal rights, and of thy duty to God and thyſelf. _ 
Thoſe am6ng thy patrons and children, who are at- 
tached to the principles and laws of chriſtianity, are 
of the nutnber of * # beſt citizens and confidential 
friends. Guided by the religion and government 
whieh bleſs thee, ede, liberty and happineſs, ſhall 
walk in majeſty through the world with „ pe 
and glory in their train. But there are ſpots in thy 
garment. We have ſomewhat againſt thee, Some 
of thy ſons have forſaken their Hirſt love, and have 


gone after ſtrange gods. Duped by foreign influence 


and intrigue, they are untrue to thee. Thou haſt 
nouriſhed and brought thein up as children, and they 
are err 2 thee. © By thy works, thy labour 


3 a», 


and thy perſeverance, purify 158 ſelf fr fre 58 rery on $ 


that worketh abomination, or maketh a, lie, and things, 

ſhall go well with thee for years and ages to come. 
A FAIR and impartial hiſtory of our r national. gov- 

ernment does honour, to our rulers and country, and 


conforms in a 6794 0 degree to the principles of the con- 


ſtitution. (a) The off cers of our government ſo of- 
ten return into the common mals of the people, and 
are ſo reſponſible to them for, their condutl, that in 
the proper uſe of our rights, our Niberties are ſecure. 
Our conſtitution contains checks and balances, to keep. 
each department of government within | proper limits, 
No government can foreſee all caſes which may occur 
in the courſe of events, and make complete proviſion 
for them. The few inſtances in which diſcretionary 
powers have been exerciſed by. the Executive, have 


diſplayed great integrity and wiſdom, and received the 
general approbotion of conſtituted 


up to our government with candour and confidence. 
Our elections, which are free and frequent, may be ſo 
conducted, that we can ſecure ourſelves againſt the 
influence and preferment of unqualified and danger- 
ous men. If we act according to the dictates of our 
ſober judgment, and not allow ourſelves to be govern- 
ed by the ſpirit of party ; if we take care never to con- 
demn public meaſures without ſuſſicient evidence, 
and let thoſe, who are fond of fabricating and ſpread- 
ing falſe and flanderous reports concerning our con- 
ſtituted authorities, have no more influence than they 
deſerve, our liberties will under God be ſo guarded. 
and fortified, that neither forcign nor domeſtic foes, 
nor yet the gates, of hell can prevail againſt them. 
WI are to conſider, my hearers, that citizens have 
a place and a ſpheie in which to act as well as their 
rulers. Their place and ſphere in this country are 
the fair fields of freedom, and in them their duties lic. 
But even theſe fieids har e conſtitutional bounds and 


judges. | Under 
theſe conſiderations we have abundant cauſe to look 
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fences to prevent not only our rulers from encroaching 
upon the rights of citizens, but allo to prevent citizens 
from encroaching upon the delegated rights and powers 
of their rulers. How then can we juſtify the conduct of 
thoſe men, who wontonly undertake to decide upon the 

| conſtitutionalit) of laws and treaties, when the conſtitu- 
tion itſelf provides another tribunal for ſuch trial and 
- decifion ? When legiſlatures acknowledge that they 


are not authorized by the conſtitution to decide in 


ſuch caſes, is it proper for individuals to perch on the 
pinacle of oppoſition, and with the voice of decifion 
to proclaim what is conſtitutional and what is not? 


When ſuch public bodies deliberately expreſs their 
private opinions in favour of the expediency of any 


particular acts of our national government, does it dif- 
cover a laudable and patriotic ſpirit in a few indivi- 
duals, openly to cenſure and condemn them, and en- 
deavour to excite oppoſition and outrage againſt gov- 


ernment ? When patriotic addreſſes are made to the 
Executive by towns, literary ſocieties, and military le- 


| . expreſſing their warmeſt approbation of mea- 


res reſpecting our foreign relations and our domeſtic 


concerns and their full and entire confidence in the 


integrity and wiſdom of our beloved Preſident, is it 


the part of candour and patriotiſm in individuals de- 


cidedly to condemn theſe meaſures, and to uſe re- 


proachful language concerni "5 this our beloved Pre- 
ſident? When Apans and 


courſe of years have made aſtoniſhing diſplays of firm- 
neſs, wiſdom and patriotiſm, and are wearing them- 
ſelves out in the ſervice of their country, is it judici- 
ous and praiſeworthy in individuals, to call them the 
leaders of a Britiſh faction, and enemies to their coun- 
try? The newſpaper which publiſhes ſuch a ſenti- 
ment ought to be burnt, and the S lac fount whence 
it iſſued, ought to be ſtopped. (3) 

A by attention to theſe queſtions may ſerve to 


check the wild career of thoſe tongues, pens and 


preſſes, 10 are employed to run n down government, 


ASHINGTON for a long 


E 


te deſtroy the energy of law and to leſſen the indu- 


ence of good men and true. Perſons, who attempt to 


revolutionize our country, and from places of ambuſh 


caſt envenomed arrows at the American Eagle, forfeit 
the protection of government and the privilege of ct- 


tizens. Such as endeavour to miſlead the ignorant, 
to deſtroy the influence of patriotic men and conſtitu- 


tional meaſures, and to carry {edition into every nook 
and corner of the United States, deſervedly attract the 
penal notice of authority. That a chriſtian people 
ſhould take ſuch newſpapers. and tolerate. {ſuch ſenti- 


ments as diſturb; the peace, injure the government and 
wound the religion of our country, denotes either groſs 
deception, or great depravity. Theſe things put our 
rights and liberties to more hazard than the unfriendly 


attitude and hoſtile movements of any foreign power. 
Some editors of . pernicious newſpepers / have bcen 
weighed in the equal balance of government, and 
found wanting. (c) The guilt of thoſe who write ſe- 


ditious pieces, ſpreads as far as the papers which con- 


tain them, and even as far as the juriſdiction of law. 


He who is guilty in this point di ſcovers diſreſpect to 
authority in general. Streams which iſſue from. the 
fount of ſedition, are extremely poiſonous to our 
American ſoil. And we ought to bear in mind, that 


he, who encourages ſuch unpatriotic newſpapers, con- 
tributes to their ſupport, and is a partner in the miſ- 


chief they circulate. And let us remember, that cvil 


communications corrupt $906 governments as well as 
od manners. 


I zavt now laid before you. the obſervations which 


occurred to me in reading and meditating on the ſub- 
Jets to which I have called your attention. And 


the pains I have taken to get authentic information 


and to come forward with plainneſs of ſpeech, give 
me ſome claims to your candid indulgence» The few 
minutes which may ſtill be allowed me, will be em- 


ployed in drawing a few inferences from what has 
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been ſaid; and in advancing a few "things ſuggeſted 
| by the occaſion. 
| I. From what has been aig! we may eaſily trace 
the unhappy effects or our immoderate Joy at French 
ſueceſſes. EE 5 
| —- Our national LaecuttS ey an einy opportunity 
| to urge upon the citizens of the United States the im- 
| portance of keeping our. neutral poſture.” By our 
| | _ tranſports of joy at the victories of France we inſult- 
| ed the misfortunes of a nation with whom we were at 
peace. In conſequence of our public rejoicings and 
teſtive celebrations, the French republic was Jed to | 
expect, that we ſhould be prevailed on to engage * 
in her quarrels and make war with England. Such 
an expectation no doubt led her to that ſubtle and 
intriguing policy, which by her miniſters and agents 
the has uſed in this country with too much ſuccels. 
When ſhe failed to allure our government, ſhe endea- 
voured to draw over the people to her intereſts. With 
relpect to this country, hes path like the folds of the 
lerpent, has been winding and crooked. And many 
in the United States might now ſay what was ſaid 1n 
the days of our firſt parents, © tbe ſerpent beguiled me 
and I did eat.” That ſo many of our honeſt and wor- 
thy citizens have been deceived concerning the real 
ſtate. and beſt intereſts of. our country, is among the — 
things which we ought this day to lament. | 
Tur immoderate joy we expreſſed at French ſuc- 
ceſſes, unhappily effects our religious affairs. The 
public mind was wrought up to ſuch a degree of en- 
thuſiaſm, that it admitted ſentiments and opinions, 
which in a calmer ſeaſon it would have cautioufl 
examiner} perhaps wholly rejected. The French phi- | 
loſopher and revoJutioniſts embraced the favourable 
moment to convey the poiſon of their demoralizing 
principles and infidel ſentiments. Such principles 
and ſentiments are chicily exotics, and much depends 
upon the ſeaſon and circumſtances of diſſeminating 
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chem. On this point they made, no doubt, elaborate 


calculations and concerted correſpondent plans. The 
tares among our wheat were ſown by an enemy. Ma- 
ny have written pamphlets and volumes againſt re- 
vealed religion, and have endeavoured to eradicate 
from the human mind the moſt ſtable principles and 
the moſt conloling truths of chriſtianity. They arm 
its corraptions to attack and overthrow its general yl. 
tem, and for the principal weapon to be em e in 
the ſervice, they furniſh ridicule inſtead of argument. 
They dreſs up their pernicious ſentiments in the garb 
of wit, trimmed with ſatire. Theſe pretended diſci- 
ples of reaſon have baſely forſaken their maſter, and 
like the prodigal ſon have travelled into a far country, 
and continue to wander in regions of error, extrava- 
gance and vice. They ſeem to aſpire after all the pe- 
culiar honours attached to that diſtinguiſhed character 
mentioned in ſcripture, © <vho bath aid in his bear- 
there is. no God,” 

II. Ws may ſee from what has been fas, the dire; 
ful effects of ambition and infidelity, when they a® 
ſuffered to act without, control. By their ens (dee 
influence they make aſtoniſhing havoc with the rights, 
liberties and happineſs of mankind. They aim at the 
moſt ſtable monuments of political and religious wiſ- 
om. Without reluctance they move ancient land- 


marks, and convert ſocial order and religious freedom 


into the miſerable abodes of anarchy and confuſion. 
Their progreſs is more to be dreaded than famine and 
peltilence. Should their foul abominations form a 
thick cloud over our horizon and become matured 
into a burſting ſtate, our ſituation would be alarming 


in the extreme. The filthy and combultible materi- 


als, which it would attract from different parts of our 
country, would ſo increaſe its compaſs and weight, as 
to render a general exploſion fatal. But it is hoped, 


that the virtue and re of the people would ſo 
| repellents as to cauſe it to ſcat- 


ſoon act as N 
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ter me diſſipate. The prozre! fs of licentious orinci- 
ples and opinionsin the VUnited States, 15 to be reckon- 
ed among the reaſons for letting apart a day for hu- 
| miliation, faſting and prayer. For ſuch principles 
and opinions have a direct rendehcy | to reduce the 
political and chriſtian ' world to the fame dark and 
chaotic ſtate of the natural world, before God ſaid, 
let there be ligbt. 24 JU 6B _ N 

III. Tur connexion between religion and politics, 
eſpecially with regard o the diſpute between the Uni- 
ted States and the republic of France, ſuggeſts the 
propriety of conſidering them in connexion on occa- 
ſions like the preſent. The importance of religious 
opinions to the welfare and happineſs of ſociety, and 
the neceffity of civil liberty to religious freedom and 
order, involve the obligation of the clergy to deſcribe 
and inculcate the duties of citizens, as well as to 
preach and vindicate the more peculiar doctrines and 
8 of the eel Indeed were the miniſters of 


Tus olpel Pines Git emen and a S# 
horts men to be fubject to civil authority. Tribute 
and honour are to be paid to whom tribute and hon- 
our are due. Our holy religion requires us to ob. 
ſerve evety regular ordinance of man, far the Lord's 
ſake. When our national affairs are in A "hazardous 
tuation and our liberties are in danger, chriſtian min- 
iſters ſhould uſe their utmoſt endeavours. to enhance 
the value and bleſſings of freedom in the eſtimation 5 
of the people. They ſhould warn the People of ap- 
proaching dangers, and ſtrive to avert any calawitics 
which threaten the ſtate. And were the clergy 1 in gen- 

oral as much e to conſtituted authorities, as 


33. | 
they: now are faithful in city ſupport, our diforgani- 
ing and diſcontented felib;y* citizens woüld in all 
probability tell us to lift up our voices lite a trumpet 
and ſpare not. But this does hot happet to be the 
cafe ;: and yet there is no als of citizens more inter- 
eſted in the peace and order, in the welfare and happi- 
neſs of the people at large than. the clergy. For when 
the ark of nder is in danger, the ark ha God! aof, 
he ſafe. (5 19129 $4117. 1 5214 FEI: 

A the year 1773, the provincial EY of Maſti: | 
chuſetts rote a letter to all the miniſters of the gol 
pet throughout the province erprelfed! in theſe worde. 

215 Reverend .,. « 2 BR u 29.1 

Wr cannot but acknowledge the 00d of God 
in conſtantly. ſupplying us with preachers ot the goſ- 
pel, whaſe concern has been the temporal and Tpiri- 
tual happineſs of this people. In a day like this, 
when all the friends of civil uns religious liberty are 
exerting themſelves to deliver this country from its 
preſent 3 we cannbt but place great hopes 
in an order of men, who have ever diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves in their country's cauſe; and we do therefore 
recommend to the miniſters of the goſpel in the leveral 
towns and other places in this Colony, that they aſſiſt 


us r rith Which we are 
TA threatened. Ki JA 


_, Ovsx liherties are as * to us now as they were 
then, and the doctrines of the goſpel and the duties of 
| Miflian miniſters remain the ſame. And whatever 
is ſaid againſt their preaching political diſcourſes.— 
I when thegftate of public affairs is critical and hazar- 
VA 2285 muſt be either owing to ignorance, deluſion or 
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'To CONCLUDE.” It bacgmes us all to be humble 
and een before God on account of our vile in 
Hude, 


85 manifold offences and aggravated fins. "Tho" 
bleſſed with valuable rights'and privileges, we have 


not en duly bar. and n. in exerciſing and 


ment, liave porn ww pr 


a. 
improving them, Though the means: of information 
concerning our duty to God and our country have 
been within our reach, we have treated them with too 
much neglect. God has, done every thing to his Ame- 
rican vineyard, conſiſtent with the freedom of the la- 
bourers, to render it proſperous and productive; but 
we haye been barren and unfruitful. He has called 
us to civil and religious liberty, but we have greatly 
abuſed it, He has placed in full poſſeſſion of the 
fair fields of freedom, but we are letting them run 
waſte.. Let us, cherefare, think on our ways, repent 
of our ſins and engage in the buſineſs of reformation. 
Let us act the part of honeſt — n citizens 125 
real chriſtians. A 


By a curſe of virtue and $703" ee may we all at- 


tain to ahe liberty of the ſons of Cod; and by a dili- 


gent and faithful improvement of the rights, privileges 
and bleſſings which have been conveyed to us by the 
toils and blood of our citizens, and tluough the blood 
of the everlaſting COVEnant,: . We 1 lecure W my 
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OW 0 8 8 influence and to the . A he of a-few; 3 
Goning men, ſome in our State ge and even in our national govern- 


features of a party ſpirit. And thoſe Who 


have b active i la cauſipg np he in ry national conneils, 5 been 
among t to lament and co = that our State D and Con greſs 
este. oe 4 as ſome are ra alled 16 important flations, bUtauſe they a are 


able frietidg tg or der and id . others are raiſed, becauſe ey: WA: 


| oppoſed to both, as they exiſt in this country, a diviſion will undoubtedl ly. 


hops my ofcahqn parcaſorable neee en ee 


continue. Let this conſider ation make us jealous of thoſe oe * divi-; 
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For I believe if preſſes of ſuck a deſcription had never been employed, the A- 
lien and Sedition Laws would never have been in agitation, and the people 
would have been wholly excufed from a Houſe and Land tax. The expenſes 
of government would have been defrayed by the regular operation of former 


plans, concerted for ſupporting our revenue ; and Aliens and others, who 


were not pleaſed with our government, would probably have left it, or by 
labour and patience conformed to its adminiſtration. 


(C) 3 5 
THE Editors of the Boſton Chronicle have been indicted for ſetting their 
types againſt the inte reſts and laws of our country; and one of them on a 
ſair and impartial trial is found guilty of publiſhing falſe and ſeditious ſenti- 
ments, and the other waits his trial. 
The obſervations made by Jupox Neun at the time ſentence was paſſed 
upon Mr. Alijab Adams, and publiſhed in the Columbian Centinel on the 3oth 


March, are admirably — — to convince, all who are willing to admit evi- 


dence as it flows, that the Sedition Law, being founded on the principles of 
Common Law, is conſtitutional; and that, by the natural application of thoſe 


principles, Mr. Adams recaved its juſt penalties. Indeed, not only the prin- 
ciples of common Law and the Sefdition Law operate againſt the publication 


of many things which appear in his paper, but even the law of decency. And 
the remarks ſince made in the Chronicle on his trial and on the ſentence he 


* 


cious tendency. af that ** Seirion, - 


received, I would now mention as evincive proof of the hurtful and perni- 


SoME of our fellow eitizens lia ve diſcovered ſtrong ſuſpicions, that theminiſters. 


of the goſpel are combined in a Tory plan. But we well remember, tl at in the 
time of our revolution thoſe were called, Tories, who were oppoſed to the 


declaration of independence and to the prevailing ſentimu. nd rifing au- 


thorities of our country. And the word Tory is inapplica' -. times, 
or it mult be applied to thoſe who oppoſe the general ſent ie 
authorities of the American people. So that when we hen 
number exclaiming againſt the errors, follies and peryerſeu. nm 
concerned in the Tory Sabeme, we can with much propriety 
Nathan ſaid to David, © 7 hou art the man,” But as I, with to allow 0 


per indulgence, I am willing, that thoſe, who are engaged in oppo,  '& 


government, ſhould determine; whether to be called Tories or Facobins. 


— — — — 


HAVING named the Authors from whom 1 have collected the principal . 


materials of theſe diſcourſes, I have pmitted many rames of perſons and dates 
of events, hoping that every reader will examine for himſelf. 


Fince theſe diſcourſes aud the foregoing notes were written, the 
Chronicle has fallen into other hands, and we hope and truſt it will be manag- 
cd in a better manner, 
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